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conditions. So far as lies in our power, we must not 
allow to be set up or kept up anywhere within the church 
the walls between classes, races and nationalities which 
our Master leveled to the ground. We must declare our 
faith in the brotherhood of mankind and the sisterhood 
of nations in the face of the spurious patriotism which 
in its pride of country and race rides roughshod over 
uncivilized races and weak peoples, and is always watching 
for an opening into which to drive its self-seeking power. 
At the point of development which the peace move- 
ment has reached, this is the supreme service which the 
Christian church, in all its membership, is divinely com- 
missioned to perform. If the church, which is now a 
commanding institution in the civilized world, is willing 
to lose its life in this way with the Master, it shall find 
it again at no distant day in a world at peace at the feet 
of the Prince of Peace. 



New Books. 



La Federation de l'Europe. By J. Novicow. 
Paris: Felix Alcan, 108 Boulevard Saint-Germain. In 
four books. 12mo. 805 pages. 

This book, by the eminent Russian sociologist of 
Odessa, is themost important contribution to the growing 
literature of arbitration and peace since the publication 
two years ago of John Bassett Moore's " History of Arbi- 
tration " in six volumes and John de Bloch's " The 
Future of War," also in six volumes. Mr. Novicow's 
new work is not so extensive as either of these latter, but 
in its own field it is quite as comprehensive and exhaus- 
tive. In some of his former works, " The Conflicts 
between Human Societies," "The Waste of Modern 
Societies," " War and its Pretended Benefits," he had 
treated more or less fully of different phases of the 
question of peace and war. In this book he covers the 
entire ground, from the sociological point of view. 

The work is profoundly ethical also, though not start- 
ing from the ethical point of view. The immediate 
occasion of the undertaking of the writing of the book 
was the breaking out of the Spanish-American War, 
which Mr. Novicow considers one of the most ill-con- 
sidered and needless wars which have ever taken place. 
When this war broke out he felt " the imperative duty," 
as he says in the preface, to lay aside other projected 
works and undertake this. The book is written through- 
out with the warmth of emotion and the sustained interest 
which come only of genuine conviction. It does not on 
this account, however, lose in critical acumen and clear- 
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ness of insight. On the contrary, the treatment is all 
the more true and logical. One wonders, after reading 
the thorough-going demonstrations by which he breaks 
down all the strong defenses as well as flimsy excuses of 
war, how any one can any longer retain intellectual self- 
respect and still believe in what Mr. Novicow calls " the 
bankruptcy of reason." 

In Book I. he discusses the nature of federation, its 
economic benefits, the political security which it would 
ensure, and various general advantages both to individ- 
uals and to states. In Book II. the obstacles are described. 
These are the desire for territorial expansion, the pres- 
tige of war, the sociological errors of the militarists, the 
interests created by militarism, national chauvinism, 
false ideas of international justice, race hatred, the egoism 
and short-sightedness of nations, the illusions of national 
self -righteousness, custom and the traditions of diplomacy, 
and what he calls " poverty of imagination," the seeming 
incapacity of states to imagine themselves in any other 
condition than that in which they find themselves. It is 
difficult to conceive a finer piece of keen, searching, 
comprehensive analysis and criticism than this part of 
the work contains. He shows most conclusively that all 
seeming obstacles to federation are " phantoms without 
objective reality, pure chimeras, created by ignorance 
and human pride." 

In Book III. the forces favoring federation are con- 
sidered, namely, economic organization and development, 
the expansion of ideas and of mental horizon, the develop- 
ment of ethical feelings and principles, the progress in 
political conceptions and organizations, national unifica- 
tion and the enlarged idea of patriotism, the growing 
sense of internationalism and universalism. The mili- 
tarism of the time he considers also to be working nega- 
tively, through the colossal burdens and dangers which 
it imposes, towards federation. 

In Book IV. are presented the ways in which federa- 
tion will be realized. The general march of social events, 
the organization of the peace movement, the steady 
growth of the number of anti-militarists, the development 
of international law both private and public, the organi- 
zation of international bureaus, international congresses 
and treaties, the Hague Conference, the extension of 
"federated areas" of the globe, and the probable federal 
institutions of the future are, in this final book, discussed 
in a most interesting but conservative and common-sense 
way. The author believes in the ultimate federation of 
Europe in an international state, with a general govern- 
ment for the general interests and local governments for 
those which are local. 

If we should offer any criticism of this remarkably 
able and fascinatingly written work, it would be that it 
is too long. It is in reality a treatise in four volumes, 
and must hereafter be one of the standard books of 
reference in the literature of peace. It ought to be trans- 
lated into English and put into every library in the nation. 

A Century of American Diplomacy. By John 
W. Foster. Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co. Octavo. 497 pages. 

This work of one of our ablest, truest and best known 
diplomats supplies, if not a long-felt want, a want which 
everybody ought to feel. Our diplomatic history has 



